Arranging the Room to Engage the Child and Aspects of the Environment That Can Impact
Performance

This section will include summaries of the literature from the field of education on the importance of
room set up for learning and also will include information about the sensory affordances of objects /
activities and how they can enhance performance.
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A Book of interest By Alison Clark Transforming Children's Spaces Children’'s and adults' participation in
designing learning environments
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Support of Optimal Arousal

This section will include summaries of articles on arousal and the neurobiology of arousal...suggesting
that optimal arousal level is important for learning to occur.
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Collaboration of Activity Choice

This section will include summaries of articles on the impact of choice making from the field of
psychology and from the behavioral literature.

This inclusion in not meant to imply that specific behavioral strategies are related to Ayres’ Sensory
Integration Approach. However, research on choice and choice making often is found within the
behavioral literature.
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Creation of Play Context

This section will include articles from literature on play and the importance of play (both to learning
and for its own sake).
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Effectiveness Studies of Ayres SI
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Effectiveness Studies of Other Interventions Using Sensory or Motor Activities

This section will include summaries from the literature on motor learning, the impact of exercise, and
other interventions that would not be considered Ayres’ Sl intervention because they do not meet the
principles as outlined in this website.
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SIGN note: Of course we do not know how alike we are to rats, but, if the same results can be found in
humans, it is yet another reason we need to change our diets. Can our children’s diets be hindering
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Ensuring the Physical Safety of the Client

This section will include literature on factors related to exploration in children and risk taking in
children.
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deliberative processes in risky choice: Age differences in risk taking in the Columbia Card Task. Journal
of Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory, and Cognition. 35(3), 709-730.
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Interesting Links
See http://www.naeyc.org/about/positions/pdf/PSDAP98.PDF
Also see http://www.journal.naeyc.org/btj/200505/06Resources.asp

Maximization of the Child's Success

This section will include literature from the field of motor learning, regarding feedback from
performance and literature from the field of psychology/learning regarding scaffolding for successful
performance and engagement. We will also include relevant literature on self esteem and how to best
foster it.
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