
Arranging the Room to Engage the Child and Aspects of the Environment That Can Impact 
Performance 

This section will include summaries of the literature from the field of education on the importance of 
room set up for learning and also will include information about the sensory affordances of objects / 
activities and how they can enhance performance.  
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A Book of interest By Alison Clark Transforming Children's Spaces Children's and adults' participation in 
designing learning environments 
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Support of Optimal Arousal 

This section will include summaries of articles on arousal and the neurobiology of arousal…suggesting 
that optimal arousal level is important for learning to occur.  
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M.E. (2008). Arousal, working memory, and conscious awareness in contingency learning   

Consciousness and Cognition,  17(4),1105-1113.  



Dillon, D.G., & Labar, K.S.(2005). Startle modulation during conscious emotion regulation is arousal-
dependent. Behavioral Neuroscience, 119, 1118-24. 

Lee, T.R., Davis. J.M., Vye, N., & Bransford, J.D. (2008). Do higher levels of arousal predict better 
learning? an investigation of learning and physiological responses. International Conference on Learning 

Sciences, 72-74  Pdf (136 KB) 
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Collaboration of Activity Choice 
 
This section will include summaries of articles on the impact of choice making from the field of 
psychology and from the behavioral literature. 
 
This inclusion in not meant to imply that specific behavioral strategies are related to Ayres’ Sensory 
Integration Approach.  However, research on choice and choice making often is found within the 
behavioral literature. 
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Creation of Play Context 

This section will include articles from literature on play and the importance of play (both to learning 
and for its own sake).  
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Effectiveness Studies of Ayres SI 
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TA, Roley SS, Schaaf RC, Schoen SA, & Summers CA. (2007). Fidelity in sensory integration intervention 
research. AJOT, 61, 216-27.  
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Effectiveness Studies of Other Interventions Using Sensory or Motor Activities 
 
This section will include summaries from the literature on motor learning, the impact of exercise, and 
other interventions that would not be considered Ayres’ SI intervention because they do not meet the 
principles as outlined in this website.  
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children. Journal of Child Neurology, 17(7), 491–498. 
 
Ensuring the Physical Safety of the Client 
 
This section will include literature on factors related to exploration in children and risk taking in 
children.  
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Figner, Bernd; Mackinlay, Rachael J.; Wilkening, Friedrich; Weber, Elke U. (2009). Affective and 
deliberative processes in risky choice: Age differences in risk taking in the Columbia Card Task. Journal 
of Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory, and Cognition. 35(3), 709-730. 
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Christensen P, Mikkelsen MR. (2008). Jumping off and being careful: children's strategies of risk 
management in everyday life. Sociol Health Illn. 2008 Jan;30(1):112-30. 
 
DiLillo D, & Tremblay G. (2001). Maternal and child reports of behavioral compensation in response to 
safety equipment usage. J Pediatr Psychol.26, 175-84. 
 
Heck A, Collins J, Peterson L. (2001). Decreasing children's risk taking on the playground. J Appl Behav 
Anal. 2001 Fall;34(3):349-52. 
 
Hillier LM, & Morrongiello BA. (1998). Influence of safety gear on parental perceptions of injury risk and 
tolerance for children's risk taking. J Pediatr Psychol. 23, 229-38. 
 
Morrongiello BA, Lasenby-Lessard J. (2007). Psychological determinants of risk taking by children: an 
integrative model and implications for interventions. Inj Prev. 13(1):20-5. 
 



Morrongiello BA, Lasenby-Lessard J, Matheis S. (2007). Understanding children's injury-risk behaviors: 
the independent contributions of cognitions and emotions. J Pediatr Psychol. 2007 Sep;32(8):926-37. 
Epub 2007 May 23. 
 
Morrongiello BA, Walpole B, & Lasenby J. (2007). Understanding children's injury-risk behavior: wearing 
safety gear can lead to increased risk taking. Accid Anal Prev. 39, 618-23.  
 
Morrongiello, B.A. & Matheis, S. (2007). Addressing the Issue of Falls off Playground Equipment: An 
Empirically-Based Intervention to Reduce Fall-Risk Behaviors on Playgrounds  Journal of Pediatric 
psychology, 32, 819-830. 
 
Morrongiello, B.A. & Major, K.  (2002). Influence of safety gear on parental perceptions of injury risk 
and tolerance for children's risk taking Inj Prev, 8, 27-31 
 
Morrongiello, B.A. &  Rennie, H. (1998). Why Do Boys Engage in More Risk Taking Than Girls? The Role 
of Attributions, Beliefs, and Risk Appraisals. Journal of Pediatric Psychology 23, 33-43. 
 
Schwebel DC, & Bounds ML. (2003). The role of parents and temperament on children's estimation of 
physical ability: links to unintentional injury prevention. J Pediatr Psychol. 28, 505-16. 
 
Interesting Links 
See http://www.naeyc.org/about/positions/pdf/PSDAP98.PDF  
Also see http://www.journal.naeyc.org/btj/200505/06Resources.asp  
 
Maximization of the Child's Success  
 
This section will include literature from the field of motor learning, regarding feedback from 
performance and literature from the field of psychology/learning regarding scaffolding for successful 
performance and engagement. We will also include relevant literature on self esteem and how to best 
foster it.  
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Ford P, Hodges NJ, Mark Williams A. (2009). An evaluation of end-point trajectory planning during 
skilled kicking. Motor Control. 13(1):1-24. 
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Sensory-Motor Deficits in Children With Developmental Coordination Disorder, Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder & Autistic Disorder 
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Potential long term impacts of poor sensory processing and of traumatic events on sensory 
processing 
 
This section will include summaries of articles from the psychology literature on temperament, 
shyness, behavioral inhibition and what they term sensory processing sensitivity. Also will be 
included certain relevant abstracts regarding long term effects of childhood trauma if related to 
sensory processing in some way. 
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Provision of Sensory Opportunities 
 
This section includes articles from the literature on specific sensory processing, and outcomes of 
enriched environments (both human and animal literature are included).  
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